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It is past time ... DA XN ERE R T S0 7

% T

€3 =)

[T REETHSL] *ERTHHEFEORI L LT, Itis time HESLEFFIIN AL (H @ It's time for me to
leave.) SFFET Ao T OREXIL, time OERAIIC high 2 EDOFENFAERT LI E b H b, Tz, BT AHL
& LT to NER & that i O 2 FEFHAARITEETH 50 LLEIZOWTORITHIEIZIEFIZEZ VL DD, time
DIERNZ past D3R L7230 (PAST L) IZDOW TR T HE SN TV 2 LIEF VD72V, Ttis time SO
L OFERIL time DEFNAER T LEOBERSL L EEOER S EEBMRT 5 2 &8 (1998) IZ3ERH 2T
Who ZD &) RBIMEAEBRICHELET A L L7256, PAST HESCIZ B W T L RO SGRI E LR & DR
BB LDEAIPE VI BN E L L, AEIZTI—SAWEBLIOA v 7r—~< v M T 22210k
D, ZOMWVIZEZ LI EEHNE T, AEDORHR, PAST L TIIH XD REIR L LLEOERE DRI
BHEELZWEZEZONLZ L, BIUXLEROERE time OBEFNIARTIFEOERIZFEEONL T &
Fawlb s

It is time 530, to N7ER |, that 8 , T/ SAGMAS, £ > 7 4 = bilA

1. LIS
[T REETHD] 2ERTLERBIIILLTO (1) 278 F & 9 12 It's time for -+ to do X It's time (that) -
Lo 72 (Itis time #630) 2% 5 o

(1) It's time for me to leave. = It’'s (high) time (that) I was leaving. (G°, 5.v. time)

JH@A Y | It is time HE3CI . time DO FLHTIZFEAMEER L 22 W4 (TIME HE32 ) & time DRI about, high,
just, now @ & 9 REEA AR T L84 (ABOUT 3. HIGH HE3C. JUSTHESL. NOW X)) b H b, b D
WXHOMBEUTOERLIRT,

TNER RS —RBE ik

TR X RR SRS A 27 KA (2019 4E 10 A 19 B, AL Ui KA /5 ¥ + > 782 ) 12T [t is past
time - DR EEHR] L) ¥ A PV THEELIZAEZ KIBICINE, BELbDOTHL, AirITERED
R & TH 72 /ORIER, MEEKK, HHEG—K, BARRK, AUEEER, BIL U 2H0BEADOEGED
FILPbEHOBEEZFRL /2 72, FMFETH % David Fairweather [ (77 HE ) IZIIA v 75—~ b &
LTERLG THII R T2, IFLH L B 5, RGBT 2RI ETEZEOBERIZL 2D TH S,
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1 TItistime L& O T34

time @ Al AR T D 58 1 3C

L TIME # X

ABOUT ## X

It is time # 3 HIGH # X
JUST 1% X
NOW #% 3

It is time FESCIC BT A BATHIZRIEFE R 124 <L fisCE L CTART 2 to AN7E R K U that B OBHEEIZ DWW T
DORFZE (P (H ) 1995, BLH 1998, HLHT 2013, 4 2000, 111 2024), #iXD ¥ A 7 & Ek & OERIZOWT
DOWFZE (£ (7 ) 1976, BLEH 1998, BLIH 2013, Z-HE 2005, I (## ) 2009, Swan 2016, 111 2024), ##i L that
HINOENF ORI DO COWE (G (## ) 1966, IAA - 134 1976, 20 (# ) 1983, 1111 1991, /UK 1996,
JEZ - & 2004, Huddleston & Pullum 2002, AfRH 2008, A% 2010, Il 2016, FF11 2024). It is time f& L DFE
TR D W T ORFE (KT 1999) 7 EHZRIZ W& T3\, LA L. Ttis time HESCIZ TR IZ D FEEAY
WHHEBT S Q) TRONAZERBIIEMTIHEH SN TI oL ICBbNs !,

(2) 1t is past time to find a more eco-friendly means of transportation. (COCA: FIC 2019)

(2) D it is past time . Tt is time L EIENAGIZHPAL TV do. T 72, BIRIIIZDH [ Do L BRBEIZEL
WRIHETFEZ DT ARXIETHL | IR TEL LN DNE, O EMND Ttis time XD —FETH S &
e L. RIETIE 2) O L) AR EREE 2 /O SC% PAST L EMES Z & &%, PAST fE
LxRLIDMZABEUTDER2D LI I2% 5,

xR 2 ltistime B & Z DO F A G3H (PAST HiSC % 800 )

time @ JE B IZ A T 5 FE 1 3T

L TIME & X

ABOUT #% 3¢

HIGH # X
HY JUST # X

It is time % XX

NOW & X
PAST #f T

PAST HESCIZBI L CLBAT O (3) (& IZ L 2 1E60 ) 12BI L QRO % § 2 WiE R E DV 5 % 121,
(3a) & ILET 2 LHHEIXERVD 0D (Bb) D L 912 time I[ZEREFDS XL 5 2 &S past O dhE L HTE R

bRl (2024) 1X PASTHESCIZE L L TV B A%, 8752019 4R 12 AFR O FERE & 720 2 NS E 21T - 72H 5 Tl
PAST HiSL# FA& L TV A BATIISEIZ R S o 7,

22 TOHMIEA T4 > 7+ —F L (The Grammar Exchange; https:/thegrammarexchange.infopop.cc/topics) T 5
NIAETH D74+ —T7 213 20244E 11 ASHHEE MM EIN TV L. 2B 471 Y7+ =T 6 THLNT—
¥ & L T B HTgRICIZEH (2017) 233 %
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ThHhbETHHWMTHL, b9 120F Bc) /R T LD, Ttis time FEL L IR ). PAST HELTIEHIL &
L C that EiAVERE$ 5 EHWEATRRTH S L THHWTH 5,

(3) a. It is past time to update your resume.
b. It is past the time to update your resume.

c. *It is past time that you updated your resume.

LL., SiEBH2BIETLL, PASTHXOMLE LT that figsER L Tw a4 7% v (BT 31
#BE), O LS, PASTHEXOERNWHEHICE T 28RO 5N L, 2, 2HTHEIT A L9
12\ Tt is time SIS BT 2 i LD DL LR OER & BET 2 RMEAH 5 2 L A ERITIIZEICHER S LT
W5, PAST HiSCICBWTZ ORI L 55 pRE A U % o

AFROBIZ. PLEOBEAS PASTHECICHATARABEITI L THY . UTFIZDOWTERT L, I—
IAREB LIS ¥ 74—~ MAEORKEREN S PAST S (7213 It is time L 2A% ) 1BV THIXLO
FATHLEROBEREBERT L LIEFTR VT L, BLOLEEOERIL time DEATICAR T 2550
RICEESNEZ EZ2HS2IZT 5,

HERIZIROBY) Th 5, 28I TIL PAST HESCIZBIET 2 JeAThigE & L CHLHEH (1998) 2 @4 %, 3Hi&L 4
i Tl PAST L O SUER B L LR OERICH T 27— ¥ 253 %, 5HEMwmTH %,

2. FfTHIR

GO PAST HESCOFMA T b BIES 2 561778 & LT BLH (1998) 12 X % It is time I D\ T D
BT A LT EDo HH (1998) 1, 1996 45 D Los Angeles-Times |2 P 1L72 Tt is time f3C % AT L o
2ODWLD 5 AT (to ANEF & that 5 ) . B LU that SR OBIFAOEROBE #5Hll L& °. ZOFiTIdR
FH (1998) DFRALAS R 2 BB % o

2.1, FXDORA T DIEE

F2 3L It is time LD LD & A TOREEIZ D W T OB (1998) 12 & 5 AR FTH 5 S TIMEMHE LTI,
EEFLE18 OHBID 9 B to AN DD 90% &R TV 5o —77. ABOUT H3C K UF HIGH #5313 that 5
DIFEDH) T0% T 5 o

£ 3 Itistime LML ¥ 14 T OERE (B (1998) 1230 &1L )

HE 3T & #t to A JE Gl that i
TIME 1,518 1,387 (91.4%) 131 (8.6%)
ABOUT 84 19 (22.6%) 65 (77.4%)
HIGH 30 9 (30.0%) 21 (70.0%)
JUST 14 13 (92.9%) 1 (7.1%)
NOW 17 16 (94.1%) 1 (5.9%)

PUTF TR, Tto N ] 320 EFELFET for WA 2B L EA TS, F72. Tthat fi] 13 that HSIEFETE
2B b EA TV D,

P UT0# 3, 4,6, 712812 ENEROMIOAF ORI, EHOBIFDBIERH OO L R O S0 A
RL7ZLDTH %,
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ZOERIZDOWT, FLH (1998 43) 1ZKD L ) IR T w5,

G U LEDFEERLIRD . time DREIIZEDFEND L e V) 2L, BOENXOEIAM S HOHEREREIH
559 THD, 7 1Its time... TH LA, for - to do LA, that i F b, 2371 OHEETH
%o KRIZ, now R just 3D & to AEFDIERDA LA T, that HiMfEbNHZ LIZENTHL, LT A
A% about TIXTIEAAME DDA, that IO H A% (. F 72, high 230 LA S TIEAAMEDILL A, Hi
DR DTT D%\

COBEIZOWTORBEEIILT O 2.4, TIRET %,
2.2. that IO EEFE DR DIEE
F 413, Ttis time HE3CI2 BT that BN OB O TR DOBEEIZDOWTORH (1998) 12 X 5F &M R TH 5.

TIME #30, ABOUT #3, BXUHIGH B XIZBWTRL KN LTHEIZEERL TH L L) ZEDTRENT WS 7,

K4 Itis time B L0 that SN OB OTER OMEEE (BLH (1998) 12355 X 7ERk) °

35S A it B I [N B % o E JEo o
TIME 130 |14 (10.8%) | 12 (9.2%) |63 (48.5%) |41 (31.5%) | 0 (0%)
ABOUT | 65 1 (1.5%) |11 (16.9%) |44 (67.7%) | 9 (13.8%) 0 (0%)
HIGH 21 | 3 (14.3%) | 3 (14.3%) |11 (52.4%) | 3 (14.3%) | 1 (4.8%)
JUST 1 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (100%) 0 (0%)
NOW 1 0 (0%) 1 (100%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

2.3. ltis time BXDEK

RBEIZ. B (1998) 23$E %5 5 Tt is time 1§ L O FIRIZBIT 2 FANC 2\ THEER 92 . BLH (1998) (X
Alexander (1988) 7 &Gt~ T\ Itis time B LIZIXRD 2 DDEMNH D EEZ D o 121F [ §5 & &
FRIRoTE] EWVIERTH L, 39 1213 [2AHLHF5 (TRE) LE7Z] L) BEEPVS
PEaaBETAERTH L, LT TR IOLDI - T2LENT SR TE] 2 [HOFRI[Z
HEDHT D (TRE) L& % [BA] LRI LT L, WITNOERIZR L PIZOVWTIZ 3 DDOHE
BWERDHLE L T0D, ZD3D8E, XD A 7, that HINOEEHOA. Z L C time D EATIZA
BT LEOERTH L,

IDOHOH XD Y £ 7TEXDOEREDBERIZOWTIE, fiXhto REFATHIL [HoFR] 1240,
that fi CHIUL B2 12 L@ L EI8HT 5,

2O H® that INOEBF DR & LOER EDBRIZOVWTIE, BERTHIUL (B2 OoFWIIR D L
WIS BIEOERTHIUS [ LE) ] L) Eike BTk | OFMICA ) JEHER S [#
D | OFRIZR D,

P ZZTo AER] PEMICIEESENMIEENICOWTEB (1998) 13K L T\, ARIZEH (1998) »F#E
RIS D 2L ET D,

33T TIME #3X 0 that i ERHEEAT 131 TH 2 —F, K4 CRABCOEREED 130 ThbHDIFRXDF &
Thb, Ty F4IIBTL [H-E] & [FH-#] dzheh, BRoBRPFEIEAEHED. FErEEEAH
PHBCERWT — A% EBKEKT 5, FTNHO[ELTO () 12815,

(i) a. I think it's time we rethink the labels - [JF - H ]

b. It's high time someone cut Robert Hilburn ««+[ Ji{ « 3t | (B 1998: 45)
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T B (1998) 35 F L T\» % Alexander (1988) itk % BAKIIIZE [T 2 DAL E L2 & B L U Alexander (1988)
DR Z LTV R EBTMREPHFEST 2 2 LIZoW T, EXRORZRE O IR E T 72 BHH L LT 2,
DFIZ, 205 OETIIRORA B L OEBELRTRE AL 220% 1T 5%,

Alexander (1988: 226) IZL L FOFIZHR L. It is time §EIC to NEFIB K T that HiM st UG E DO EERONR
@ L T b,
(i) a. We've enjoyed the evening, but it's time (for us) to go.

(i.e. the time has now arrived for us to go)
b. We've enjoyed the evening, but it's time we went.

(i.e. we should probably have left before this)

(ia) ® “the time has now arrived for us to go” MR (1998) DF S [F 5L EMX XTI > TE S ITHIL L. “we
should probably have left before this” 2% [ZA%Z 592 (§NE) LF] IHETHEDEBDBNS,
Thomson & Martinet (1986: 254) & Alexander (1988) & [rkkDsddb %z LT 5,

(if) There is a slight difference in meaning between the forms.
it is time + infinitive merely states that the correct time has arrived;

it is time + subject + past subjunctive implied that it is a little late.
Declerck (1991:359) & FkEDELR%Z LTV 5,

(iii) a. She’s a grown woman now. It’s time for her to marry.
b. It is time we should do something about it.

c. It is time we stopped poisoning our environment.

Declerck (1991) lc&k % & (iiic) D& F1&Tt is time MU 5 that Hi OBFADEE DFHIIBL R 2 ERT
VR i AN AV

(iv) Again, the implication is that of unreality: It's time you changed your attitude implies that the subclause
situation has not yet actualized. In consequence, we will use a modal past if we want to suggest that the action

should already have been performed, that it has been delayed too long.

E 7z, (iia-b) DX ST It is time FITHEKET % DD to NEFMDBZE. BLUEKIT % DA that Hi TZDOHIAD
FEtIC should WART B 5 EIELLFZ2EKT % LB,

(v) If we don’t want to suggest this, we use either an infinitive or construction with should: ---

T T D “suggest this” (& “suggest that the action should already have been performed, that it has been delayed

t0o long” ZRLTW%, DF D, that HINOBFANC should MWERT 5155, 20 that Hild to NEFHEET %
ERWICF CE D & LT Declerck (1991) L TW5,

L/U:OD Alexander (1988), Thomson & Martinet (1986), 35X U Declerck (1991) 1B L T.RD 2 DICHE LTz,
1 DHIE. AEIKDOWVTTHS, Alexander (1988) (37 AV AHFHICE A FV AHFHICEF R L TVED, EFHHH
HiZAFY ANTHS, Thomson & Martinet (1986) (I A FV AHFEEH > TVB X ICEBbh, FEEHED2 A
EEAF Y ZAANTH S, Declerck (1991) & Preface ICHBWTC, iS55 52BN A F ) AW EE T 5
EIERNTN B, TDOEXSIC. TN 3DDFEATIIZETIE A F V) AEFEZHLOICRIR L TV A ATREEN D 5., 2 DHIE,
NS DFATHIZEE 1980 Eﬁb\ 5 1990 FERUICTTLNIEEDTH D, 30 FLLLEEHIDEDTH %,

UE& D AT THO N TOICERE DI E BRI DN TV A BEHIC B RN D e 2 5N
TS, HEACLHELENSIIEDFEZME LR 5 C LIZEENDH S EEZS (cf. /UK (2021:v)),

S ooTo [BFF] F MEEEdkE] ol L Bbns, TBEFR] 2 [BFEOER] B Lot [EEE] L
éhfw%tbf%%o
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3DOHD time DERNIZAERT LEOER E LOEHREDBRIZOVWTIE, UTOM1LICL > TRENT W
5o

K1 time D FTIZAF T 2 EEO TR & ST & OB (BLH 1998: 13)

just, now high

g
| |
| |
A B

about

v

B LICOWTHERIZKD X ) IZHH L Twb,

(5) Bl E 2 R ICHLD . S HICHRIZRN TV, AldM2E235 (7202, Ladhde s i)
HARL TV, just Rnow 13T DA DEEHEZRT L X 2D S, about 1T D A DEEHLOREIE E T
LEL T EHNTE L, —J5 high DJjiE. COD’ 7 high time % a time that is late or overdue & E#E L T\ 5
LI, ADKEAZBEELB L) REHIZBW b, INHDBEVIIELEOERERISLHTE
TVBDEHSHTH D, ( BLH 1998: 43)

B (1998) D F5RT 5 3 DDE RN F L DL ELUTDOFEKS 2% 5,

%£5 Ttistime XOEKRA RET S 3 DOER (HLH 1998)

2 A4 7 - B - G AR O B
to AR & & IR o % Sk
THO #Hixxoy 47
that £ B &
it % B A
[ L7243 9 23 0y
N @ that fii N © B 5 &g
[ o ) 3k
[ENETRS [ o % 3k
now
[ B o B ok
just
TN G time O FTIC &R T D E T o % 5
about
ME &
high =

B, BRO [(#HXD A4 7] LERG [time DEATICART L5E] OMAGEDEIZOWTER (1998)
ZRD LB RT WL, fiTH to NEFATH Y time DERNIEEDEFR L TV AGEIE. to NEFADHFILEK
T8 [HOFE] X)L time OERNIARE L 2FEOEHRILEEOERE L TEEINL L W), flias
that 5ii T&H V) time OERIIZFEDARE L TV 255X BN OBIR 258 TH UL that HiAsER T 2 82
ﬁi@%@a%ktfﬁﬁéhtwigoUWWﬁJ# BEEDANTHIUL, time DERNIAER L /ZFEOE
RDSLERDTEIRE LTHEEESND L) o TOEGIZOVTOREIIILTO 2.4, THMT %,

9

ZZCTIZBEE (1998: 44) (X [HRETE] Tid e MREE] v iz fio T\ b,
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2.4, MER

AREITIE, B (1998) 12X % Ttis time fE XD AT 2 B L 720 BLH (1998) 13 Tt is time FE 312 B\ THSC
DR E LAERDOERDPIE S AT REME2 e L 72 & v ) S TEBRIEWIIZETH 5o LA L. REERAY 72 f 5
BLUOBMESWLRMENH L LRI,

RER AL LT 21 DRI OENT— 7 OMPFICOWTIERHT 5 2 AT E 5, Bl 213, BLH (1998)
13 JUST HESCIC BT % to A5Eal & that B OB X Z N2 92.9% & 7.1% TdH 5 —F. HIGH HEXIZBIT 5
to ANE] & that HIOHE IZFNZI 30.0% & 70.0% THDHZ L5, time DEATICAKRT H5E Gust BL O
high) DEREFHLD S A 7 (to NEFN B L U that H ) & OMBBMRERIE L T b, /S—t > M THZ LT
MIZZD LIRS TEZH 7205, EBICINE L 727 BHl#EYTH 523 E8EM» %L, F—7 V&
X, JUST LD A1 to NEFAS 13 T that fi. HIGH X DA 13 to ANEFAY 9 T that Hint 21 TH 5,
TIMEHi XD b —27 ¥t 1,518 TH 1) . ZDMOWEL DT — & st | R X H 12 ibh s,

BAWREEE LT, HEOERDPHEAED E oy — A% BTN TE L, BIAIE, #iXD o A
FEFTH Y time DEATIZFEDER L TV LA, time DEATICAR L ZFEOREI L&A EKR S LT
B END LBH 1998) 1Zh<%5, L2L. 2829 250N TIEHBH SN TV,

DI oOREEZ SBEICEES 255 PASTHSUCEZMIT A &, RO L) EMPEL S, Fil#R2 TRL
72X 912, PAST HiCAY HIGH HESC7: & & [F U < Tt is time fiSC O M35 &35 &, B (1998) @ EikAs
PASTHESTIZH %M T2 2 TS N5 A THRIRT 2 X )12, time DI A S 2 5O KRRy R A
M5, PASTHESCIZ HIGH XL 2 & X ) QBRI (B A RT L EZOND, 72LT5 &, BH (199)
DERDIZ L S &, PAST X THRT 230 that HisB W2 L3Pl SN 4,

ZZTUT O 3E TIZ PASTHEXL O XD Y A 7 Z & OHEE O that EiN OB EI O OMHE % BT 2 —
INATHAET 5. 4 HiTIX. TIME HiLE PAST HE LU 2\ TD £r 7 F — Y h B OFERE LB L 58
5 PAST HELDEIE % £%555 4,

3. PAST #X DN HHE

COHITIZ. PASTHE XL ORI 2 A L 2R 2 HmET 2. mAIZ. XD A TTLOHEL
that Bi N O BRI OO 2 $ER T 50 KIZ. PAST HE3CIZ BT long 7% past DEATIZARE L 727 — A2
B 2RERREIRT 50 BT I—/SARMRHEPE L RONL L) Te»LEFIT—/5ZA NOW %
EH L 720 331 it [be] past time & L 72,

3.1, FHXDRA TRV that BHRDEFADH X DIEE

613, PASTHESCOMLD Y A TOHEIZOWTOMERERTH L. HEFILHFID) B, to NEFDH
BEANE < ) T0% 725720 that B AR § 2 BHEE I3 30% TdH 1) . LFL (Bc) TORFREEF G O L H)
& 1352 0 | that HiIESGER TH S LIdFRA BV EMDNR S,

K6 PASTHEIZAR L /WMDY 4 TOMHEE

3L A Bt to A JE @A that i
PAST 915 647 (70.7%) 268 (29.3%)

2 71X PAST HESLOFH LD that HiN OB OTER DI OV TORELE R TH %o BFIOBA D/ —
FHE (1998) ICHE U T 72U L. BB, HIE, @A, P E 2 REHE. B E 2 3EHEE
PATEFTE (R - 1 - ]) . BIEE + BE O BEIE (B - 1) . BhEDET + have + #7543 ([ B +have + PP))
L7z ZNENOHBIE (6a) 225 (6g) IR T ( FHRITER ). AFF268Fl0 9 B, I OBEIEH L DI

_6_
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BE T, #955% 72 o720

K7 PASTHESCIZAEE L 72 that BIN O BIF O K O SHE

i 3T A Ji T [EAGTAREEN I R BU - | R - @ | B+ | % rhavespp

23 21 149 66 3 4 2
PAST | 268
(8.6%) | (7.8%) | (55.6%) | (24.3%) (1.5%) | (1.5%) | (0.7%)

(6) a. Mayor Don Iveson believes it's past time the city retire existing parking meters.[ 2 ]  (NOW: 19-03-19 CA)

b. It is past time that E15 is made available for year-round sales.[ [E.&i{F ] (NOW: 18-10-09 US)
c. It is past time that good quality broadband was available -+ ' [ #4757 | (NOW: 18-07-21 GB)
d. “It is past time that we tackle the plastic problem ...” [JE - (NOW: 16-05-01 US)
e. It is past time China's self-selected leaders put some trust in the grassroots, *-- [ Ji  [E - i# ]

(NOW: 12-11-09 CA)
f. It is past time that all voters and candidates, ‘-, should be empowered to participate - [ B + Jii ]

(NOW: 17-09-23 CA)
g. It is past time, **-, that we ought to have started giving these issues the priority that they deserve.[ Bl + have + PP]

(NOW: 16-10-17 CA)

F2.60 DL R [BI+E 1 OBNZ4 DR SN, ZN 5 QBB X T should 72572, (6g) D & 9 7 [Bh
+have + PP] @ 2 BIllZDWCld, BIESE] L should & oughtto 72572 s

1t is time B30 TUE. that HiN O B)F S be BIE DO A 1% were Tid 7 < was 2MEbH N5 T & A5 Huddleston & Pullum
(2002) RMER - ¥k (2004) ICIRBENT VD, A 7+ —< 2 b (BFFHE) 1E, (6c) T be BFDS were DB A 1E
AT HE 72 & HI b L 72,

" EHOEFZEOINCLD | that HiNIZ should 2ERET B Z EICEHT A LI BIEE V27520 Leech (2011: 120)
LT @ (1) @ X 9 12, factual meaning, theoretical meaning, hypothetical meaning % ¥} F& L T\ % ( FHRLIZESE ),

(i) a. Factual
It's laughable that Septimus is in love (‘Yes, it's a fact that he is in love’).
b. Theoretical
It's laughable that Septimus should be in love (‘Whether he is in love or not is a different matter’).
¢. Hypothetical
It would be laughable if Septimus were in love (‘But actually, he's not in love).

that HiN O EIFIASIEHEECH 5 (ja) B L O if HiINOBF DMK EETH 5 (ic) L 1d# 7% 1) | that fiiNIZ should 2S4S
L TW3 (ib) Tid. [Septimus 238 % LT 5 (EBEIZZ ) O IEHMETIESH HHY) L1dE-TLE D | #EK
T2HEENTWD, DF N, that IORTNEOIULDIEMLER T 2 LFEAPHBTL T2 EEXObNL, D5
Hrh Itis time HESCIZ D B S5 &9 % &\ Ttis time i SCIZ TR % that #1235\ T should 234K L 7235518, that
WSR2 NAEDSIEMEE 1 (that Hi N OB AR TATADELEEAT O N2 89 DML ) ThbL LEZHN
Lhrdh L,

that EiNIZAERE 2 2 DO BIBFIIZ DWW T D T — /S 2 LHEIZ H & [T 2 & can X must OB W55,
(ii) a. It is past time that doctors and medical profession can “play God!” (COCA: NEWS 1997)

b. Surely it is past time that we must give as much thought to hauling our horses as we now do to crustaceans!
(S. E. Cregier, The Psychology and Ethics of Humane Equine Treatment)

6 EETHRT LI PASTHE LI to AEF LT TIE 2 £ that B b Hfit L. & 512 that Hio 1 TlE LR TER.
B BEESRONL LR EET S L, BH (1998) OO HETIZED &) I % 5 A TH 5,
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LA E2S PAST HESLIZBES 2 O — /S ATEDHKE R TH S0 PAST ML TIIHISL L LT to AERT 2 HE 2 2 M)
D& H D EFE (3c) 12D W T DOIEFEREEREE O SGEIERIMT £ 1X R0 | that Hi G BETTRETH L EFR Lo
72, that HINOBIF ORI B R R S — K TH ). TAUIEE (1998) 12 & 5 Itis time 1L D FH LAY
REWTTH (228, £422H),

3.2. PAST #XIC long D& L /2EE

PAST #3CTld. past DEFNIAER L L EEROBERZERT L EEZONLEVPRONLZ LD L, &
T I —/SANOW TR LR, €D L) Befkom TR OBEFE VO long TH ). LTD (7) O L9
ZHRBIBHR SIS o

(7) a. It is long past time for Americans to demand that they change it. (NOW: 19-01-19 US)

b. It is long past time that a professional assessment was done of the structures and technical resources that remain.
(NOW: 12-03-20 CA)

(7) 7R3 2 Lk, PASTHESCIC long RAERE L72& LCd . & L Tto NER & that i &H 5 & A
RITFETHLE V) T ETHL, TlE, HERELLHENES ) B F72. long DAL that HiN OB
OB % RIZTTDED ) o ZOMWICEZ L2002, Bt 318 & kD a3 — /S A %47 -
720 #Z 3T it [be] long past time & L 72,

72 813, long 3L L 72 PAST XL DRI LD ¥ A TOREEIZ DOV TOREERTH B, GEF660 FlDH B
to ANEF DL DE VK T70% 725720 ZDEFE long DR L 72\ PAST IO 4 L LATHITH 5 (3.1
DFE6EZM) .

% 8 PAST i 3CIC long 2SR L 7235 G DMISLD &2 A 7 O Wil

¢ & Rt to A~ & that £
PAST 660 453 (68.6%) 207 (31.4%)

291X, long 23E# L 72 PAST HSCOH LD that HiN O BFI ORI DV T O R TH 5o fix b BUE
DEVD DIZEETL T, #960% 725720 Z O long DAEFE L %\ PAST XL D& LTI TH 5 (3.1
DFRTEZW ), B, long AR L 72 PAST XD LD that HIAIZIIHRIESE T OB 1 DR 5172,

£ 9 PASTHESTIZ long 23A#E L 7 that HiFI D BYE DR

[ & E T [CRE RS %Y B A N A g+ B +have PP BAEET

14 24 123 38 4 2 1 1
PAST 207
(6.8%) (11.6%) (59.4%) (18.4%) (1.9%) (1.0) (0.5%) (0.5%)

LAY PAST #6312 long AVERE L 235 B 12T 2 2 — S AR DORE R TH 5o 2 5 TR L 72 HLH (1998)
DEZIHED & long DAFRIZ X WATADFEITOREMEDE S\THFH S MAUTHERIIZ D ZLEL L LD
EEZONF)THA, 2F 0, PAST HESLIZ long HAERT LT L 12L - T, #isCe LT that HiO#E B &
O that HINOBENE & L CGREFROHENSE L 552 ERTFMEND, LA LEAAEOHFANICE T, #£
6LESLOMBLIUERT LEI LD TIX, long DF ML PAST SO LD IR X that HiN O Fh5
ORRICEEL 52 5L IEARVEEDRS,
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4, PAST BXDOEKRMFHEMIDEA T
Z OHITIE It is time XD TR FEORE L & I L 2285 PASTHE L OEMRMIFE 2 H O 02T 5, 72,
B (1998) AEFET 2 L 9 RfliLD ¥ A 7 & BRIFBOBIRII PASTHE X TO oN D 2 25T 4,

4.1. PAST X OERAKREL

A7+ =<2 MILbE, ABOUT LR HIGH HSL & BT 5 &\ PAST HESUIIMI LD RTIT A DE
FORROENTVLZEDHRAENLEVI B, ZOZLIBUTO Q) DT 7L — XN TR THLETH
BELHEAETL

(8) a. It's about time I was leaving. = I have to leave quite soon.
b. It's high time I was leaving. = I have to leave immediately.

c. It's past time I was leaving. = I have to leave now. I'm late.

®) IZH 5N 5 PAST H L O5HFA M 2 BRIV EUL. DT D (9) @ & 9 7 TIME #§3CI2 817 5 it is past time
DFAERZITRRICEE S L EZ 5N 5 (THRITESR) - TIMER SUIITE) O BB AR IR V— 75 T,
PAST i SCF A IERIZE . ZOXT A PAST SO AEH 2 TTREIC ST &b s,

(9) a. It is time, it is past time, for Washington to start working for them! (NOW: 14-12-13 US)
b. Now, it is time — in fact, it is past time — to move on.

(J. Wilson, Talking with the President: The Pragmatics of the Presidential Language)

c. It is time (in many ways, it is past time) for-the philosophy of holding data on individual identity-to.be scrutinised

in detail before it is too late. (W. Wall, Genetics and DNA Technology: Legal Aspects)
d. “Tt is time and past time for you to transfer power responsibly and peacefully.” (NOW: 12-02-07 US)

—J . LLF® (10a-b) IZ2A SN2 X 912, ABOUT #CH X ON HIGH 1 SO A F I AR T RE 1 A
T4y T7r—<Y M (AFFHEE) ICHBI SN, ZOBHIX PAST #3212 1E-XT. ABOUT X H
L OVHIGH B U3 B2 I v s 728 Bbit s,

(10) Now, it is time — in fact, it is {(a) *about / (b) ?high / (c) past} time — to update your resume.

PLED X912, PASTHE LTI IR I ITADZREEPERICEVWI L2 BRI L2 EPHL IR -
720

P TOHEBLY Q) OERIL ST 7L - REMBRARO ZHIEET. AT a7 b (A=A T
THE) oINS T TH L, FEHH L LTS,

W ELOEGZDFHDH, L ANDA Y T+ =<V I DODTF— ¥ ORIIESHNTHEREETOIERATIIZVWA L
O TR E W, BRRIEA V7=~ Y POBEBIKIT 27200 Tld R, BFI—/SALHWTETE
B3I Licd), SHEFEOBEETRLRBYIEEIITE) L3550 THSL, KB 8) OEBIIESERKD
Ll () OFFEHRIIMHEICEBRTAbDEEZ LN, BB, A V74— MABOMBEARRFIZOVWTIE
Sampson & Babarczy (2014: 81-84) B £ UM (2016: 46-52) IZFE L V2o
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4.2. PAST X DX DEA 7T EXDER

WIZ, PASTHESL ORI LD Y A TE LB RDODBEBRIZONWTEET L, FEL23H DM 11X, It is time
LIRS DAEHRE O R Z FEEE LR L2 D TH A LT OR 21K 112 past Z B L 72 DTH A,
PAST XD past (L2 DEERFFE A S, Wi XOITHPITONLERE ADOKRLE L) SHMIZ, E 512 high
LM ETLEEZOND, DF D, B (1998) iR D LI [ THLENF IR TE
72l [HEDFE | ) 2R3 5 JUST HESCR° NOW HESC L 127 ) \PAST IR [FA5 255 (TRE)
EEZ](HERED) ZEETH ABOUT LR HIGH XL L 0 & S HLICHRBEPIFEFICEVDL D LEZ bNb,

X 2 time DERIIZAERT LFEOFRE XOEE & OBFR (B 1998 1230 S INEE)

just, now high  past
| |

| —
LA 5

about

LLZFH7ZET DL, PAST M SCIC AR 2 i SCIE ABOUT #53C%° HIGH 32 & [l B 12 that iA%< 7 %
ZEATHL (1998) Tx Pl &N s & Bbh b, BH (1998) 12X % L. ABOUT H3CE & ON HIGH HE3CI2 1
that BiD e L 72 Did. ZNEN 774% B L 70.0% 72-7: (218, F3ZM), Lo L. PAST HESCIZEY
TORREOFAENZ L 2 & to NEFADOHENE L 70.7% 7272 (31 Hi. £3EBMH),

NIRRT B —Do O Eekix, B (1998) D EFR L IZEZ D | Ttis time &L O X DA & Xathoiz
& OREMEIZTV, FLEHFELLZVEW) 2 EThb, EECUTO 1)-DXRT7 OEHIE e F—72
CHIWIT AL 7 r—<Z (AT EE)ITFET D,

(11) a. It is time for you to be in bed.

b. It is time that you were in bed.

23EICTHEBIL 72 £ 912 Tt is time ST LD & 1 T2 & o TLEEOFERDS R 5 &3 5 BT %0 H
bo ZD—F, (11) OFERDA—TH D ERREA T+ —=< Y NOFET L, 2O 05, Itis time ff
LOHILD I A T L XEROERE OBRELD CTRET L2EF/DVHLLEEZONL, LFTIE, ZOME
WZOWTDF Y FA Vv TDA v T+ —< ¥ FRABEOHREIZOWTHRET 5,

43. €127 4#—< >  NRAE

It is time LD XD F 1 T L BR E OBREHLPIZT L7012, Ttis time XD T E LTRd
BUIZOEN (2.1, OFE 3 22 ) TIME Hixld X OAFI O e S Tdh % PAST HiXIZOWTAH Y 74 T
DAY T+ =<V VAT RIT- 720

TIME ¥ SCI2DWT DA ¥ 7 —~ ¥ MAAIE, 20194F 11 A5 12 HOMIZU T OFNETIT- 72, Sib
FRIRD T = 7 A N Td % The LINGUIST List (https:/linguistlist.org/) @ A —1) > 7 1) Z :Z Google 7 + —
AEMH LA EOBBWMAMKBE L. ZNIZLY, FEICHELOHL A —1) 7)) X MEBEPARFEIC
A7+ =< e LTEMTAIEDRTREE Lol ZIMFEITEFI2Z N (TAUAN19 AL 4 F) XA
S5ANHTFENLAN) 2otz ZMBEBOWEISTEFE 13N BEE 3ANEGD)  SEFHBOKRFRET A,
HBE3IAN OLBRE2 AGD). BEHEREOEHER 1A, a¥—x71 45— 1Ao7, KAEZIZIE
DToA2) & (13) D220 L, LOERZRTERKLA DD CEMAAAL, T2, FETIAV M %
AT BHb T 72,
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(12) We've enjoyed the evening, but it's time for us to go.
A. The time has now arrived for us to go.
B. We should probably have left before this.
C. Others

(13) We've enjoyed the evening, but it's time we went.
A. The time has now arrived for us to go.
B. We should probably have left before this.
C. Others

FERIEFR L0 ARTHE) TH D,

% 10 it's time for us to go/we went. |22\ T DFAAE L

(12) it’s time for us to go. |(13) it’s time we went.

A.The time has now

23 (92.0%) 21 (84.0%)
arrived for us to go.
B.We should probably
0 (0%) 1 (4%)
have left before this.
C.Others 2 (8%) 3 (12%)

* We should probably have * We’re running late.

already left. * We should probably
* Neither. have already left.
* Neither.

C OMATIZ TIME S AR T 2 /i A to ANl £ 72 that lii T o 72 & LT BRI A & b 12
DEK] 2RFTLHBTHA4 0T+ =~V "B THILBERPHE LNz, DF D, TIME X TIIHSLO
YA T Lo THEEROBERIZEDNH D LITFR WVWEZEZ LN,

PASTHELIZDOWTOA ¥ 74—~ MAIE, 202542 A0 5 3 HOMIZU T OFINETIT- 720 [5HH
DBV 5 FFERREREE I AE ANFIIZIKIES 2 & & 12, SNS @ Facebook |Z4F7E$ 4 “English Korean Japanese
Language Q&A” & \>9) 7 ) — 712 Google 7 # — A % i L7z RAEZHF L7225 Sk, #iEEE
DI HOOBH L A VN—PBERIBBIA VT =<y N LTEINT A EDWEEE o720 BIMEI
BFFON (T AV HAABAAFY AN N) 720720 BIMEOMWIEL BIREK 1 AL 8% (HEMEFA1 74
YTV TRFTOSEFE LA, FAE (BRI ITAT4 7)1 AN 20V =7 (SBHEE OB
BEEA)LA, FEELA BEI—71 2—%— 1 A, KEEBYEGGFHESE 1A, 5L GERE)
1 N7 o7 RERIIILTO (14) & 15) D 2Oo0XE ., XOHEKRZRTEIRE A 225 C 2 HAAAT
T/, EETIAY MR ANT DML 72,

" hitps://www.facebook.com/groups/1078416327158554
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(14) We've enjoyed the evening, but it’s past time for us to go.
A.The time has now arrived for us to go.
B.We should probably have left before this.
C.Others

(15) We've enjoyed the evening, but it's past time we went.
A.The time has now arrived for us to go.
B.We should probably have left before this.
C.Others

FERIER L ARTE) TH D,

% 11 it's past time for us to go/we went. |22\ T D FHITHE L

(14) it’s past time for us (15) 1it’s past time we
to go. went.
A.The time has now
0 (0%) 1 (11.1%)
arrived for us to go.
B.We should probably
8 (88.9%) 7 (77.8%)
have left before this.
C.Others 1 (11.1%) 1T (11.1%)
* We should get going * We should have gone
now. before this.

Z OMATIZPAST HESCIZ AR T 2l SCAS to A5l F 721t that fi TH - 728 LT EBRIEME & b 1[5
2] ERTLEHAM T4 074 =<V IDPEHTHLERPEONT. DF ). PASTHEXLTIEH LD Y A
T Lo T EEDOBERIZES DD ERFEAZVEELLOND S,

DED2oD4 275 —< 2 NiEOHERPZ U THL ET AL, PAST fHELE L U1t is time FE L EAMI2
DWCLLFOWEEMEATRIZ S A, TIME 3 E PAST XX ORI 7 213 time O EATIZAERE T 5 550 H
Tdhbo time DEATNZFEAER L 72\ TIME HESLTIIHISZD & 4 712 b S F X EoERIE [EEDFSk |
TH )., time DEHTIC past D34E#T 2 PAST HESCTIIHIX D & 4 712 b 5 Cekommis Ea] ©h
5o &3 AL PAST HELR TIME 37 E O ML 721 CTldZe <L Ttis time F &M BV TRO—f%
L3 TE D00 Litev, DF D, Ttis time B CII BV T ORI [FEOF K] F7213 [BE2] 2RT0
13 time OERNZERT LFEOBEHRIECBEBRLTNDL2DTHLEZ NS, WL L &, Ttis time i
LIZBWTLOERD [ROFEBR] 7213 [RBA] 2RTORIH LS to AMEF E 23 that i ThHh L & &
WBREE L 2nwEEZSNL T,

Y14y BLO(U5) TEIRR C. 2BIRL A HERZ LD —DA Y 74 —< > b Thb, ZOHHLR (to Aok
FIASEFRT 2 (13) Tld “We should get going now” & ELak, that HiASAEHL$ % (14) Tl “We should have gone before this”
LELE ) 1 BLH (1998) DB [BOFEK] & [Fa] E—HLTwbsrLEbIs, &b, S5 v 7+—< > b
34 F) AEFEFEE CH D 17 2B,
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5. &

AFETIEL Ttis time O & BEHRICIIREE S 5 & T 50T 2 MBI L . Ak 2 & A3 PAST H X
TOFLTHPICE L CEFI—SAZMEH L CHA L7z, PAST HESTIIHISC & LT to AN & HE 2 A I
WZhhHZ &, BLUHXLD that HINOBF OB EE S KW TH L L2 BIE L7z $72. PASTi#
LOERIFFBIZ OV THE L, o It is time WL & LB 2 & PAST W SUIX BN R BN H 5 2 & %
Bz L7z LLED PAST #ESLDIZ (to AN DA ) B L UK (5BWERSM) 25555 &, PASTHX
AT PR L3RR 2 EZ 2N L 2R L2,

AR, to NEF & that IO FEIRNB L L OERIZEB VT, Itis time fE L& FMT LD 5D T IZD
WCTRHE L 72\ 255 important, necessary, vital 72 & ASFURAYIZED N B 56 XOFFEE L Cit DB L,
WL LT to AEFB K OF that HidSE#EE T 5 ¥,

(16) Tt is important for doctors to know what patients need.
= It is important that doctors ( ( (2% ) should) know what patients need. (W', s.v. important)

(16) DERIZ [BEMTEZ RO TN EZEEPDEERZTVLE I ENREL] THY ., MXPETEHE
DVFNEE RS L) BT It is time FESUIZHBL L T b L& 65N b, F720 (16) 1ZHITE LT to Aol
b that 5 b M HAERTEETH B &) fd Ttis time BESCIZHEBLL T b, (16) 2VRT L H 12, WY A T OH
LIZBWTLEEROERNFE L LT L. B0 PASTHEXOGIHEREIATTLHI LD, EHI2,
2 —/SANOW Z M L. Itis important |2 to ANFEG 2SS T 2 HHEE (MR ¢ it [be] important to VERB)
& that HiAMERE § 2 8 (#FE30 ¢ it [be] important that) Z FHl T 5 &, £ 12 OFFERPE SN,

% 12 Itisimportant « |ZAHE L 72H3L D & 4 T OHIE

3 & it to A~ & 7 that fii
It is important 574,245 432,582 (75.3%) 141663 (24.7%)

to NEFDOHEDIH 70% TH ). ZOFFEL PASTHE L L6756 (318, £6 22H),
VL ofeinig 47234 &, PASTHECIZBWT, F 7203 It is time B CE&MIZB VT, to NEF 2T that
B LD EFEINLDIL, to AEFB X O that HinTE#ER T 2HEXERICAOSNL, L) —fEy %@ 2 0

T B DAETE DTS FEEYE (iconicity) DELEA S DEBEPLEENDL LG Z /2720 720 EH (2019: 168-171)
. BGM L [SERIAOERIIEHRN IR E AT T2 L) FE Lk, UTofzEETTw5s,

(i) a. Bill ordered Jim to submit the document no later than December 6, 2019.
b. Bill ordered that Jim should submit the document no later than December 6, 2019.
EIVIZT L2209 12 H6 HETIZERHEZRBILLH9G U

(ia) 1 Bill 25 Jim (ZEF@ S L7228 2K, (D) X Bl A Jim 12 3FZML Tad Lzl ez RL WL W
9o 2% D Bill & Jim OEEAEST (la) Tld ordered @ 1 FEIZ/AEE 4L, (ib) 13 ordered that @ 2 FEIZATE STV 5B &
9 HCL (la) & (ib) WX FRREE R iSRS N T B EEZ b b,

LAaL, GEOA Y74 —< 2 NRETIE, to REF L that HICEEROEVWEIRON 2o/ 2D EIZD

WTIEAHROBEE L, O TELEZRDV. B, EHEOMLEHGRMEL OBRIZOVWTERL TS5 L
LTUTO DEZFEITLHIENTE %o BiF help ONEFAR LD 1 7 (to Mg & BRAER ) & FFEIZ L S help
&) BIEO IHEE & OBIFRIZ DTl Mair (1995: 262) % . i find O#fiSTHEE (O + C, O +to be + C, that fifi ) & &
FEIZL S find &) BMEOEEMEE OBRICOWTIIKE (2018: 23) 22, 72, I—SATHELNLT— I
SN B EO RN - I DWW T Callies (2013: 242) % 21,
B ELADEFREDOTPOUTOIAY M2 W272072, (16) TRONDL LI IR ETREND 220D LRI
WBEEPLETHL V)R TH L, WIZkDE, s3EIRIOBMRIZHLILERTEV), KigZ 2T
DAEA ¥ P&, Ttis important 1 to ANTEFH & U that FHCRBE I NS Z EWHETH ) . Z AT Tt is time ¥ & BT
FTHEN)ZEERTILELTEENL TS, HIECHEERE LMLy 1 7L OBRL EIERRONRINCTH S
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Do the Complement Types of It is past time ... Correlate with
Sentence Meaning?

*
Yasutomo Kuwana

Abstract

This paper discusses the PAST construction, a subtype of the so-called /t is time construction (e.g., It's time for me
to leave). In this construction, a word such as high may appear directly in front of time. Furthermore, two types of
complement clauses can occur: a to-infinitive and a that-clause. Although a number of previous studies have examined
the It is time construction, sentences in which the word past appears directly in front of time, or the PAST construction,
have not been investigated. Okuda (1998) argued that the choice of the complement types in the It is time construction
correlates with the overall meaning of the sentence as well as with the meaning of the word in front of time. If such a
relationship exists, a natural question arises whether a similar relationship between complement clause selection and
sentence meaning is also found in the PAST construction. This paper aims to answer that question through a corpus
survey and an informant survey. The findings suggest that, in the PAST construction, no relationship exists between the
choice of complement clause and sentence meaning. It is also argued that the overall meaning of the sentence can be

attributed to the meaning of the word in front of time.

Key words | ' It is time construction, fo-infinitive, that-clause, corpus survey, informant survey
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