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A Person Becomes a True Person by Training — Aims of Asahikawa Medical University

Asahikawa Medical University was founded in November
1973 under the “One Prefecture, One Medical School” policy
in Japan. Next year, we will celebrate our 50th anniversary.
Since the foundation of our university, our educational
philosophy has been to nurture prominent medical
professionals and researchers, to contribute to the
improvement of health and welfare in the local community,
and to boost involvement and commitment for the
international community. All of our faculty members have
been working hard and made achievements in education,
research, clinical activities, and have contributed to society.
As of April 2022, Asahikawa Medical University has
produced 4,621 graduates from the Medical Course and
1,498 graduates from the Nursing Course. They are
indispensable in regional medicine in Hokkaido, working
actively as medical professionals, researchers, and
outstanding leaders both domestically and internationally.
While we encountered some challenges originating from the
outbreak of COVID-19, on April 1st, 2022, we launched the
new university administration, which has been in steady,
democratic operation, placing emphasis on education and
research as it was at the time of the foundation of our
university.

One of the most important missions we as a medical
university must conduct is to offer quality medical and
nursing education and to nurture excellent and
conscientious medical professionals. In order to accomplish
that mission, we assign first priority to our students,
educating them with utmost care so that they will be
acknowledged wherever they work. The study of medicine
and nursing is complex, difficult, and the technology
available is often insufficient. We must not only acquire the
highest level of knowledge that medical and nursing studies
have reached so far, but also contribute to develop it further
by ourselves, which will be achieved through continuous
research activities. Our university attempts to instill
research-mindedness in our students. | believe that research
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activities conducted in our university and the spirit of
scientific exploration are the key to raising the levels of our
educational activities, medical activities conducted by
graduates from our university, and our sense of ethics.

A university is an “egg incubator” for faculty members and
students. While our university is small, consisting of only
two courses, the Medical and Nursing Courses, we can take
advantage of its size. | believe that, with all of our faculty
members and students cooperating harmoniously, our
university will be the best incubator ever. In The Treasury of
the True Dharma Eye: Record of Things Heard, a collection
of Dharma talks given by Dogen, a Japanese Buddhist priest
in the 13th century and founder of the S6t6 school, one of
his ideas was introduced: “Although each individual
inherently possesses the Way, the gaining of it depends on
all the monks studying together.” That shows that, in order
to understand the truth, we must learn together with fellow
students and teachers. We must keep in mind that “A jewel
becomes an object of beauty by polishing; a person
becomes a true person by training.”

The northern and eastern parts of Hokkaido are
experiencing profound social changes such as a decrease in
the number of people and aging populations. Asahikawa
Medical University will work hard to offer people in those
areas the best and most advanced medicine at any time to
help them feel safe and secure. Although the problems are
incredibly difficult, we will pave the way for the solutions.
That is extremely crucial for the future of Japan and all over
the world. We will strive to meet the expectations of
everyone in our local communities and the world. We
appreciate your support and encouragement.

Eighth President

NISHIKAWA Yuji
Since April 1, 2022
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