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Abstract

In this review paper we looked back on the development of clinical ecology, including its history-
particularly in foreign countries, and described what caused its development in Japan to fall behind
that of Europe and the United States. Japanese studies on intoxication by organophosphorus com-
pounds, from acute to chronic, were initially undertaken in the 1970s. By then Professor Randolph
and others had already established the concept of “Chemical Sensitivity (CS)” in the United States,
which explained the emergence of unpleasant symptoms due to exposure to even extremely small
amounts of chemical substances from acute to chronic intoxication. In Japan, the Clinical Ecology
Society was finally established in the 1990s and began dealing predominantly with health issues caused
by minute amounts of chemical substances, including CS and others. Japan began studying this field
in an interdisciplinary way approximately 20 years after the United States. However, there were
many scholars who disagreed with the existence of CS syndrome and the government tended to concur
with these scholars. In the 2000s, the United States and Europe began to present a series of highly ad-
vanced research results on CS, prompting ministries and government offices in Japan to officially pro-
vide funds to this research field-though they were small amounts. At present, the level of research on
CS in Japan has improved to be on a par with that of the United States and Europe; and the Japanese
Clinical Ecology Society extensively contributed to that improvement. In the future we expect this so-
ciety to further ameliorate CS study in Japan by taking the lead in close observations as well as de-
tailed follow-up surveys of relevant cases in addition to epidemiologic studies.
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sick building / house syndrome, clinical ecology, low-dosage chronic toxicity
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